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SAFE CLIMATE CAUCUS

(Mr. WAXMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, as we
begin the second session of the 113th
Congress, Americans all over this coun-
try are coming up with their New
Year’s resolutions for 2014. In Congress,
I propose we make this the year we
stop ignoring climate change.

Last year, CO, concentrations
reached dangerous new heights in our
atmosphere. We suffered through—and
paid for—record-breaking extreme
weather events, and we received dire
new projections from international sci-
entific organizations on the threats
posed by climate change.

What did the Republican-led House
do? It continued its anti-environment
voting record, voting 109 times in 2013
to weaken environmental protections.
This behavior is reckless and irrespon-
sible.

Despite the gridlock in Congress, the
Obama administration has been mak-
ing progress. Under the President’s
leadership, the Nation has doubled the
production of renewable energy like
wind and solar, vehicles are more fuel
efficient, and toxic air pollution for
power plants has been cut dramati-
cally.

Let’s work with the President this
year to build off of these successes so
that, on December 31, we can look with
pride that we finally took action on
climate change.

————

OBAMACARE INCREASES
HEALTHCARE SPENDING

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, yesterday, the White
House claimed ObamaCare is partially
responsible for helping to slow the
growth rate in health care spending.
Health care spending did grow at a
record slow pace in 2012. Unfortu-
nately, according to NPR:

The Federal officials who compiled the re-
port disagree with the Obama administration
about why.

That’s right. The annual report from
the actuaries for the Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services disagrees
with the White House.

NPR disagrees as well:

One thing that did not lead to slower
growth, according to the report’s authors,
was the Affordable Care Act.

“It’s the recession, not ObamaCare,
that 1is slowing health spending,”
writes the National Journal.

Mr. Speaker, hospital costs are in-
creasing. Out-of-pocket costs continue
to increase, and any reduction in the
rate of growth isn’t due to the Afford-
able Care Act.

A closer look at the numbers shows
us that this law has made matters
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worse. A closer look at the numbers
tells us more about what the White
House would rather not discuss. A clos-
er look tells us that the American peo-
ple deserve better.

———

UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE. Mr. Speaker,
right now, 1.3 million Americans are
asking the question, why? Why is there
a debate about my ability to pay for
rent or mortgage or food or the neces-
sities of taking care of my family?
Why, having worked for many, many
years, am I now being denied an unem-
ployment insurance benefit that was
utilized for the last 5 years and first
voted on and brought forward by the
Congress that supported President
Bush in extending unemployment bene-
fits?

Why is there not an understanding of
what it is like to receive a letter in the
mail to indicate that you will get no
more benefits, even though you are ac-
tively looking for work and even
though there are three people looking
for every job? Why does this House of
Representatives not understand that
we can pass a 3-month emergency relief
for these individuals and debate for the
rest of the year how do we get a pay-for
or an offset for funding it after 3
months?

Mr. Speaker, this is an emergency.
People are on a lifeline, and we are
killing it. It is time to pass unemploy-
ment insurance benefits now for the
American people.

—————
APPRECIATING JOHN CHAPLA

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, this weekend, the Armed
Forces community lost a great friend
and ally. Retired Army Lieutenant
Colonel John Chapla was truly a Vir-
ginia gentleman of the Virginia Mili-
tary Institute tradition. After serving
our Nation in uniform for over 25
years, John continued his passion for
public service as a professional staff
member on the House Armed Services
Committee, eventually becoming the
lead staff member for the Sub-
committee on Military Personnel.

John possessed vast and remarkable
wisdom of the military. He always
sought to advocate for our brave men
and women, their families, and our vet-
erans. I had the privilege of working
alongside him for 4 years as he coordi-
nated the annual National Defense Au-
thorization Act. Because of John’s ef-
forts, our wounded warriors, military
families, and victims of sexual assault
have substantial protections. There is
no doubt that our country is a much
safer place because of John Chapla’s
hard work and dedication.
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My thoughts and prayers are with
John’s wife, Lee, his two daughters,
and three granddaughters during this
difficult time. He will be forever appre-
ciated.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, 10
days ago, 1.3 million Americans lost
their emergency extension of unem-
ployment benefits.

Today, this afternoon at the White
House, one of those individuals, Ms.
Katherine Hackett from Moosup, Con-
necticut, shared her story with our
country. She has two sons serving in
the military. She was laid off through
no fault of her own. She has been ac-
tively seeking employment, and yet
she still needs help.

Yet this House left before Christmas
without taking up an unemployment
extension, which in every past reces-
sion, any unemployment rate above 5
percent required and resulted in auto-
matic extensions. Yet this House went
home.

Curt Edwards, from Norwich, Con-
necticut, who I spoke to yesterday, 20
years in the U.S. Army, Army Ranger,
was laid off last April and is looking
for work. His unemployment was cut
off on December 28.

The majority leader issued his agen-
da for the month of January. There was
not a word in that agenda about ex-
tending unemployment for 1.3 million
Americans. Every economist tells us
that’s a mistake. These individuals
need help. It is time for this House to
focus on the immediate needs of the
American people and extend unemploy-
ment insurance for 1.3 million Ameri-
cans.

———

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL SLAVERY
AND HUMAN TRAFFICKING PRE-
VENTION MONTH

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, January
is National Slavery and Human Traf-
ficking Prevention Month. It is a per-
fect time to highlight the terrible re-
ality of sex trafficking that is hap-
pening in our communities. It is also
an opportunity, Mr. Speaker, to take
steps to combat this growing problem
that now puts 300,000 children at risk in
the United States—many of whom are
12- and 14-year-old girls.

I'm authoring several bipartisan bills
to address sex trafficking. One gives
law enforcement additional tools to
turn the tide against sex trafficking
and help the victims of these horrific
crimes receive the support they need
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